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Never use ou at the end of a 
word for the /ou/ sound. Try 
ow. 
v 
Words ending with /v/ 
sounds are spelt with ve. 
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sound or consonant. 
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After a /w/ sound: 

• an /o/ sound is 
often made by the 
letter a. 
wand, squash 
 

• an /or/ sound is 
often made by the 
diagraph ar. 
warm, dwarf 
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often made by the 
diagraph or. 
work, worse 
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ie / ei? 
When the sound is ee…. i 
before e, except after c. 
believe,  receive 
 
When the sound is ay use 
ei. 
Vein, reindeer 
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When a word begins with a 
/k/ sound: 
Use k if the next letter is e or 
i. 
kitten, keep, kite 
Use c for others. 
cat, creepy 
 
Only use ck after a short /a/, 
/e/, /o/, or /u/ vowel sound. 
truck, cricket 
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Together they make the 
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